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Executive Summary 

 

The learning goals for English Education students are that all students will: 

 

1. have an advanced understanding of a variety of literary genres, including an 

understanding of literatures’ historical, intellectual, and diverse cultural contexts. 

2. apply a variety of writing theories, including classical and contemporary rhetoric, to 

the teaching of writing. 

3. be familiar with best practices in the methods of teaching the English language arts and 

formulate their own teaching methodologies. 

 

To measure individual student learning with respect to these goals, the department will assess 

students in the program annually, using feedback from assessments at each level to guide 

improvement. Assessment methods will involve detailed scaled rubric sheets utilized to evaluate 

each of the chosen artifacts that measure each learning goal.   

 

For the 2011-2012 academic year, the department has rated student learning in each of these 

areas as located somewhere between red, yellow and green.  However, the rubrics which have 

been developed to test these goals are new and are still accumulating good data for us.  We will 

soon be able to determine emerging trends in our data.   

 

Programmatic assessment methods also include cumulative GPA scores in the major courses for 

each student, along with a test score in the content area developed by the Illinois Certification 

Testing System and given to English Education students across the state, for comparison against 

larger statewide baselines.  These shall also be assigned a rating between red, yellow and green. 

 

As more data is collected and trends become apparent, we shall close the loop of assessment to 

refine the curriculum and teaching methodology in the major to assist students in achieving 

success in mastering these designated learning goals.  

 

The English Education major continues to be strengthened this past year by the presence of full-

time tenure-track instructor, Michele Jewett.  She has strong credentials in the area of English 

education and has been a very welcomed addition to the department.  

 

 

 



  

2012 Assessment of Student Learning in the English Education Major 2 

Goals and Mission of the English Education Major 

 

Millikin’s English education major program continues to be consistent and robust, preparing 

future secondary school English language arts educators through utilizing the latest in classroom 

theory and practice. In addition to a solid background in literary studies, English education 

majors from Millikin develop advanced abilities in the teaching of writing and using technology.  

Our unique EN470: Internship in the Teaching of Writing course prepares our students better 

than most comparable programs, allowing English education majors to work very closely with a 

single writing faculty professor and his or her students in a freshman-level writing course.  As 

this program shifts to NCATE Standards in the next year, it will soon be recognized by national 

accreditation bodies.   Most graduates of this program immediately obtain meaningful positions 

as high school Language Arts instructors, guiding the next generation of students down the path 

to critical literacy, enhanced communication skills, and a better understanding of regional, 

national and global cultures.  

 

Learning Outcome Goals 

 

All English Education major students will: 

 

1. have an advanced understanding of a variety of literary genres, including an 

understanding of literatures’ historical, intellectual, and diverse cultural contexts. 

2. apply a variety of w 
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Millikin's full-time English faculty for the 2011-2012 academic year numbered fourteen 

individuals (see Table 1). Five are tenured faculty. Of the tenured professors, one is a full 

professor, and four are associate professors. Six professors are on tenure tracks, all currently 

assistant rank.  

 

Table 1: 
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We are proud to announce that the combination of these candidate assessments and major 

assessments has successfully led to Millikin's acceptance as an NCATE school for this degree 

program, giving our program national standards accreditation.   

 

 

 

 

English Education Learning Goals 

Finally, in addition to the assessments above, the English Department has established clear 

overarching learning goals for its English Education majors.  Each goal is assessed through a 

corresponding artifact placed in a student's portfolio.  English Education Learning Goals 

(EELG):  

 EELG1: students will have an advanced understanding of a variety of literary genres, 

including an understanding of 
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Assessment Data  
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2012 
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Artifact Collection Points for Student Performance Assessment 

 



  

2012 Assessment of Student Learning in the English Education Major 12 

PA Two – Major Assessment Two Rubric  

Cumulative Grade Point Average for all Major Courses 

English Education, Millikin University 
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EE One – Genre Literature Essay Assignment Rubric  

English Education, Millikin University 

Student: x 

Assignment: x 

Class, Semester, Professor: x 

 
 RED (0 or 1 point) YELLOW (2 points) GREEN (3 points) Score 
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EE3-English Language Arts 
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Department of English 

Advising Checklist for English Education Majors  

 

 

NAME:       



  

2012 A 
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Sample eight semester schedule for English Education major  

Your schedule may vary substantially 

 

ALL CAPS = REQUIRED COURSES  

(•) bullet = sequenced required courses to be offered and taken only in that semester 

(**) stars = courses typically offered every other year – plan carefully for these and take during your sophomore or 

junior years 

Fall – Semester One (17)  

 


