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This academic year realized important changes in the curriculum for psychology majors 
going forward. These changes mark the first time in at least 15 years that the curriculum 
has been examined in this way and modified.  Going forward, Psychology majors will be 
required to choose from among four Concentrations:  Clinical, Experimental, Social, and 
General.  These Concentrations are explained in Appendix 5.  We believe that these 
Concentrations will provide direction for students as they plan their work in the major, 
and as they begin to contemplate the direction their careers will take once they graduate 
from Millikin University. They parallel the major areas of psychology, and they are 
consistent with the skills and expertise of the three current professors in the department. 
It is our hope that these Concentrations will also help with clarifying our recruiting 
efforts as prospective students can grasp the various aspects of psychology on which they 
may concentrate.  To achieve fully this division of the discipline, eight new courses were 
added:  Psychology of Adulthood and Aging; Child and Adolescent Psychology; 
Practicum  in Clinical Psychology; Introduction to Clinical Psychology; Research 
Seminar (Beginning and Advanced); Social Cognition; Stereotyping and Prejudice. While 
this present Assessment Report is based on the old curriculum, any assessment of the past 
academic year would be incomplete without acknowledgment of the efforts of the faculty 
to prepare all the documents needed to propose the changes. 
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This assessment report on the psychology major examines student learning during the 
St2018-2019 academic year. Our assessment of student performance provided evidence 
that students met or exceeded our evaluation benchmarks for each of the 3 learning goals. 
The current status of our assessment data, using the performance indicators, would be at 
the Green Level, meaning that we have demonstrated accomplishment of student learning 
goals, but have one area needing attention. Our plan for improving that area is discussed 
below.  
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    The three learning goals for the Psychology major are:  
'

1. Students will demonstrate the ability to distinguish between non-scientific v. 
scientific approaches to mind and behavior and critique the similarities & 
differences between psychology and other sciences. 
 
2.  Students will demonstrate their ability to understand critical variables that 
influence mind and behavior from the 4 core areas: biopsychology, learning and 
cognition, developmental/social psychology, and applied psychology, and 
evaluate theoretical orientations within these approaches.   

 
3.  Students will demonstrate their ability to perform psychological research.  That 
includes surveying the literature on a research topic using  professional databases 
(such as PsycINFO and PubMed), developing an appropriate empirical research 
design, conducting the study in an ethical manner, and analyzing and reporting 
their data and interpretations in accordance with the professional standards of the 
discipline. 
  

The psychology faculty are committed to the Millikin mission and have designed a 
curriculum which intentionally prepares majors for professional success, democratic 
citizenship in a global community, and a personal life of meaning and value by 
producing graduates who are capable of thinking critically from a psychological 
perspective.   
 
Psychology graduates achieve the goal of professional success by demonstrating their 
ability to:  
 

a.  distinguish between non-scientific v. scientific approaches to mind and 
behavior and critique the similarities & differences between psychology and other 
sciences. 
 
b.  understand critical variables that influence mind and behavior from the 4 core 
areas: biopsychology, learning and cognition, developmental/social psychology, 
and applied psychology, and evaluate theoretical orientations within these 
approaches.   
 
c.  demonstrate their ability to perform psychological research.  That includes 
surveying the literature on a research topic using  professional databases (such as 
PsycINFO and PubMed), developing an appropriate empirical research design, 
conducting the study in an ethical manner, and analyzing and reporting their data 
and interpretations in accordance with the professional standards of the discipline. 
 

Psychology majors will develop a discipline-based understanding of citizenship in a 
global environment goal by: 
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a.  understand critical variables that influence mind and behavior from the 4 core 
areas: biopsychology, learning and cognition, developmental/social psychology, 
and applied psychology, and evaluate theoretical orientations within these 
approaches.   
 
b.  demonstrate their ability to perform psychological research.  That includes 
surveying the literature on a research topic using  professional databases (such as 
PsycINFO and PubMed), developing an appropriate empirical research design, 
conducting the study in an ethical manner, and analyzing and reporting their data 
and interpretations in accordance with the professional standards of the discipline. 

 
Psychology majors will develop discover and develop a personal life of meaning & 
value by:  
 

a.  understand critical variables that influence mind and behavior from the 4 core 
areas: biopsychology, learning and cognition, developmental/social psychology, 
and applied psychology, and evaluate theoretical orientations within these 
approaches.   
 
b.  demonstrate their ability to perform psychological research.  That includes 
surveying the literature on a research topic using  professional databases (such as 
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There were 53 Psychology majors 
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PS13001 Introductory Psychology St. James 29 
PS20101 Statistical Methods x-listed Collinsworth 38 
PS20201 Experimental Psychology Scircle 14 
PS26001 Research Seminar Scircle 4 
PS26002 Introduction to Clinical Psychology Collinsworth 9 
PS30301 Cognitive Neuroscience St. James 18 
PS30401 Advanced Experimental Psychology St. James 11 
PS30501 Social Psychology Scircle 18 
PS30601 Tests and Measurement Collinsworth 10 
PS31002 Principles of Psychopathology McGarry 14 
PS34001 Lifespan Developmental Psychology Robertson 27 
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The developmental strategy of our curriculum is most evident in the research courses, 
which are clearly sequential.  We typically advise students to take Basic Statistics in the 
Spring of the Freshman year or the Fall of the Sophomore year, with Experimental 
Psychology taken during the Sophomore year.  Advanced Statistics and Advanced 
Experimental Psychology are then taken during the Junior year.  Students in Advanced 
Experimental Psychology begin working on their Capstone by choosing a research topic 
and beginning to develop the literature survey and the research itself.  It is expected that 
Institutional Review Board approval will be sought during that course.  The intent is that 
students will be completely ready to begin collecting data for the Capstone early in the 
Fall of their Senior year, so that the project can be completed, written, and reviewed by 
the faculty advisor by the end of that semester.  Because applications for many graduate 
programs have deadlines between December and February for admission the following 
Fall, this timeline permits students to include copies of their final Capstone paper with 
their graduate applications. 
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 Concordia College R  R  O 
 Drury University R O R R O 
 Elmhurst College R  R   
 Gustavus Adolphus College R  R   
 Luther College R  R   
 Otterbein College R  R   
 University of Evansville R  R  O 
 University of Portland R  R  O 
 Whitworth University R  R  
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intend to intervene sooner in the semester to advise students to drop the course if 
circumstances are preventing them from completing it satisfactorily. 
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Results of the advising survey for Spring ’19 are reported in Table 6.  Items were scored 
on a 5-point scale from 1 = Very Dissatisfied to 5 = Very Satisfied.  For all items, the 
average was between a rating of “Satisfied” and a rating of “Very Satisfied.”  (These 
averages are across all full-time faculty in the Department of Behavioral Sciences.  
Psychology faculty also advise some students in Human Services, and we have no way to 
separate the surveys by major.  Ratings are similar across all department faculty.) 
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A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
3 5  2        2 
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Basic Statistics 
A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
6 1  3   2     1 
            

            
Advanced Statistics 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
7   1   1      
            
            

Basic Experimental 
A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
2 3 1 7  
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       We are interested in your experiences with a number of features of the department. Your 
feedback will help us identify what we do effectively and what we could improve. Please take a 
moment to answer these confidential questions so that we can work together to provide you with 
a department that tries to help you accomplish your goals. Fold this form in half, tape or staple it, 
and return it via campus mail to the department.  Thank you for your participation! 
'
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PS315 Sensation and Perception 
PS332 Memory and Cognition 
PS260; PS360 Special Topics (specifically designated Experimental Concentration) 
 
 
4) The Social Concentration focuses 


